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Report of Selectmen. 
'/:,'hl' (';1;::1'118 0./ lHel1ulIIic Falls: 
WI' hercby submit the Tenth Annual Heport of the �Iu­
.i,·Ipal Officers of the town foJ' the fiscal Fal' rnding Feh. �!". 
I !to.l, fo! your consideration. 
Assessors' Report. 
FOR THE YEAR 1902_ 
\ al llation of propcrty and number of polls as takell \pril 
\,t, \!)02, and subsequently durinf.( th(' year. 
\mount of real cstate of rcsident 
owners, :-i-l42,H6.) 00 
\lIIollnt of rca I estatc of non-rcsident 
owners, :'?09,1-l0 00 
\tllollnt of personal property of 
residellt OWllcn�J 
\ lIlollnt of personal property of 
non-resident owners \ 
:-; .0,. J9 00 
-l',2Hl 00 
i;()·'i2,OO.i 00 
llti,();lO O() 
(,rand Total, $.70,0:];) 00 
I: .t,· 'lf t, '\.ation, :.?2.:.?i p,'r l,tlOO. 
Poll [.. rat(', $3.00. 
'1U1l1h,,! of polls ta'\.cd, �:.?.j. 
'1U1I1Il!'! of polls unta, ('d, (i-l. 
Assessments.
For State tax, $2,473 95
County tax, 1,253 55
Support of common schools, 2,200 00
Support of high school, 800 00
Support of highways and bridges, 2,000 00
Hose wagon, 350 00
Support of poor, 900 00
Contingent fund, 400 00
( )fficers’ salaries, GOO 00
Sinking fund, 1.000 00
Payment of interest, 1,000 00
Abatements and collector's commissions, GOO 00
Memorial Day observance, 50 00
Lighting streets, 1,248 00
Hydrant rental, 1.680 00
Fire department, 300 00
Public Library. 300 00
Text books, school furnishings, etc., 500 00
Graduating cxerciscs, high school, 25 00
Deficiency in highway account for 1901, 177 30
Deficiency in incidental school account, 1901, 104 77
$17,962 63
Overlay in assessing, 444 67
Supplementary assessment, 21 00
Total amount committed to 1). B. Waterhouse
for collection, $18,428 30
EXTRACTS FROM TO W N  ASSESSORS' REPORT TO
STA TE  ASSESSORS.
of horses, 245, average value, $H2 73
3-year-old colts, 3, average value, 70 00
2 -year-old colts, 1, i 50 00
1-year-old colts, 1, 25 00
Cows, 201, 25 49
Oxen, 6, S 33
3-year-olds, 65, i 21 31
2-year olds, 68, 15 79
1-year-olds, 73, it 9 53
Sheep, 32, 2 07
Swine, 49, it 8 37
Abatements Allowed.
T A X E S  O F  1898.
Ireland, Mrs. A. g ., worthless, $1 00
Ellsworth, A. S., inability to pay, 3 55
----------- $ 4 55
T A X E S  OF 1899.
benson,j . W., inability to pay. $3 95
ellingwood, Adelbert, whereabouts unknown, 50
Mayberry, Frank E., inability to pay,  50
r ogers, Harry L., worthless, 50
rancour, Fred, whereabouts unknown, 50
rodick, Fred, whereabouts unknown, 50
Severance, Fred S., whereabouts unknown. o 50
spiller, J. G. M., physical disability, oIV 50
starbird, Cephas H., whereabouts unknown. o 50
T A X E S  OF 1900.
Abbott, j ohn E., whereabouts unknown, S3 00
g reenwood, Norris, age and infirmity, O 00
Mayberry, Frank E., inability to pay, 3 00
Merrill, Anna B., inability to pay, 113
Rogers, Harry L., worthless, 3 00
Rancour, Alfred, whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Rancour, Joseph, whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Reynolds, ( ’has. A., whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Sloat, Pearl, whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Tainter, William, paid in Rumford, 3 00
T A X E S  O F  1 9 0 1 ,
Andrews, M. S., inability to pay, $ 3 00
Baur, Martin, whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Bedeau, A. G., whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Greenwood, Norris, age and infirmity, <>«>00
Gilbert, Albert, whereabouts unknown, s 00
Lacerte, Eugene, out of the state. 3 00
Mechanic Falls Mfg. Co., by vote of town, 55 75
Mechanic Falls W ater Co., bv contract, oo 30
Nay, Samuel K., whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Smith, William, inability to pay, 430
Thurlow, Alfred R., worthless, 3 00
Vincent, Daniel, whereabouts unknown, 3 00
Waterman, John keeping highway in repair, 20 07
Chase, Merritt Co.. by agreement, 89 20
Hallett Toothpick Co., overvaluation, 72
$ 28 l.{
*225:) I
Report of Overseers of the Poor
Town’s poor assisted as follows: 
e . W . R e co rd s .
Paid C. A. Corey,b oard,
Fred E. Campbell, board,
C. A. F o s t e r .
Paid A. L. Soule, rent,
R. W . Goodwin, milk,
Geo. O Goodwin & Co., wood,
J. L. T o b i e .
Paid w . B. Haskell, M. d . medical 
attendance,
L. Canwell, board and nursing.
Mrs. O. d . H o l t .
Paid E. A. Gammon, rent, 
Mrs. G. W  Sholes, “
a l f r e d  W a t e r h o u s e .
paid A. b . Emery, board,
c . B. Rankin, medical attendance, 
0 . B. Dwinal, clothes,
j o h n  B. R a n d .
Paid State Insane Asylum, board,
   clothing,
— 8
j o h n E. a n d  N e l l i e  M . B i c k n e l l .
Paid Geo. S. Trundy, rent, $ 00 00
L. J. Morton, milk and butter, ‘24 70
    hauling wood, 4 74
Lewis Gower, butter, 16 04
W . G. Pulsifer, medicine, 4 50
Eva Bicknell, care of sister, 24 00
F. A . Golderman, shoes, 2 50
I. A. Denison, supplies, 3 53
Geo. O. Goodwin & Co., supplies 15 00
I. F. McCann & Co., supplies, 25 44
A. A . Woodsum, supplies, 1 90
J. L. Keen, hauling wood, 4 00
Merrill & Denning, medicine, 10 85
Sa m l . K n i g h t .
Paid Dennett Cotton, wood, 29 25
  rent, 17 50
Chas. P. Kimball, rent, 10 00
A. G. Tinkham, supplies, 0 17
I. A. Denison, supplies, 3 81
Geo. O. Goodwin & Co., supplies, 3 55
W. G. Pulsifer, medicine, 75
Merrill & Denning, “  30
N a t h ’ l  L u f k i n .
Paid American Ex. Co., medicine, ( .0 .1 ) .,  11 70
I. F. McCann, supplies, 10 92
C. B. Rankin, medical attendance, 4 00
W . G. Pulsifer, medicine, 85
Merrill & Denning, medicine and
prescriptions, 30 70
197 25
•  1 ( ) i )  
I 1 ')• >
— 9—
I. A. Denison, supplies, 10 59
W i l l i a m  S m i t h .
Paid I. A. Denison, supplies, 30 40
I. F. McCann & Co., supplies, 1191
Perkins and Waterhouse, wood, 30 00
Merrill & Denning, medicine and
prescription, 27 80
F r e d  I r e l a n d .
Paid A. A. Woodsum, supplies. 1 99
G. O. Goodwin & Co., supplies, 4 40
S. L. Hawley, clothing, 50
O. B. Dwinal, shoes, 1 50
d . C h u r c h i l l .
Paid J. E. Saunders, for cash paid out, 8 00
F. H. Cobb, R, R. fare for daughter, 2 00
h a r r y  S. R o g e r s .
Paid City of Lewiston, supplies, 44 SO
L u c y  H u n n e w e l l .
Paid Dennett Cotton, wood, 12 37
A. R. T h u r l o w .
Paid I. A. Denison, supplies, 1 24
G. O. Goodwin, & Co., wood, 1 38
Town of New Gloucester, supplies, 8 50
---------  11 12
—  10—
$1217 8 
900 00 
317 86
 $1217
Poor of Other Towns.
Received from other towns on account of support of their
poor.
Town o f Rumford, 67 16
Town o f Oxford, 25 75
Town of Poland, 126 00
 $218
Paid for Poor of Other Towns,Name. Town. Amount.
E. O. Locke, Poland, $119 00
Maurice Bumpus, Hebron, 6 25
Mrs. J. K. P. Simpson, Rumford. 62 50
J. M. Abbott, Oxford, 34 50
H. N. Verrill, Bethel, 3 92
Mary E. Crooker, Gray, 4 18
r ose t ripp. City of Augusta. 10 00
Appropriation,
Amount unexpended in 1901,
t r AMPS.
Paid F. H. Cobb, care of tramps,
D. L. Cousens,
F. F. Dresser,
E. K. Holbrook,
total expenses for poor of the town. 
Balance unexpended,
/—  11—
Ir will be seen from the foregoing statement that the cost 
of maintaining the poor has been somewhat increased over that 
of the proceeding year. This is chiefly due to several cases of 
sickness, and the very high cost of provision, and extreme high 
prices of fuel.
The latter part of the summer the wife and son of Wm. 
Smith were both stricken down with sickness which necessitated 
the constant care of Mr. Smith, who was obliged to leave his 
employment. The son died in early winter. He had earned 
and saved some money before his sickness, and at his request it 
was used to pay his funeral expenses. Mr. Smith hopes in a 
short time to be able to support himself without any help from 
the town.
Nathaniel Lufkin, whose wife has been suffering for a long 
time with an incurable disease requiring his constant care, ap-
plied to us in the fall for assistance. We have helped him as 
shown in our report, Mrs. Lufkin died a few days ago. He 
assures u» that he will not require further help, and that h«* 
will pay her burial expenses.
1'he next case does not appeal to our sympathy as the pre-
ceding one.
Harry I. Rogers, a young and able bodied man, removedJ  O  7 * O
from this town to Norway in the fall of 1901. After a short 
stay there he moved to South Paris, a little later to Auburn.W 9
and last fall brought up in Lewiston. When cold weather set 
in he applied to the authorities there for help. The case is an 
aggravating one and it is a hard matter to determine just how 
to treat it.
J. L. Tobie, it will be noticed, has been a small expense to 
the town the past year as compared with former years, and 
'liould be commended for his ability to support himself and 
three children.
Fred Ireland and Mary E. Crooker applied to us about a
month ago for help. Miss Crooker, unquestionably, belongs to 
the town of Gray, and we at once notified them to remove her 
or provide for her support. Ireland thinks that when business 
starts up in the spring that he will be able to take care of him-
self. i
While the expenses in this department have been some-
what more than last year, when they were less than the year be-
fore, still they are considerably lower than the average of for-
mer years, and more than $100 less than the amount appropri-
ated.
Respectfully submitted,
F. H. COBB.
E. K. HOLBROOK.
J. E. SAU N D ERS.
Overseers o f the Poor.
Highway Account.
R E P O R T  O F  R O A D  C O M M I S S I O N E R .
Appropriation for the year 1902, $2,000 00
“  “  deficiency for year 1901, ITT 36
Received for pipe sold, 2 50
Amount overdrawn, 385 02
$2,504 Hh
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
Overdraft for year 1901. $ ITT 3(>
E. C. Rawson, labor prior to Mar. IT, $ 14 00
David Harris, labor, 15 12
C. E. Morrill. 158 7T
V. M. Pinkham, 39 12
Harry Pinkham, 28 00
I. L. Meserve, 17 03
Lewis Keen, 7 50
C. G. Young, 25 50
A. E. Harlow, 32 40
John Fessenden, 3 00
David Woodsum, 89 25
Dana Dresser, 35 25
George Waitt, 49 50
John A. Harris. 9 75
Francis Mains, 40 50
E. D. Dudley, 182 05
Joshua Spiller, 8 35
A. A. Bumpus, 6 00
F. A. Jordan, 349 75
J. S. Fish, 15 00
Wm. Thurlow, 32 25
D. F. Biay, 25 02
George Prince, 3 00
Samuel D. Strout, 19 45
Benj. Strout, 4 50
Stephen Strout, 3 00
J. Thoits, 3 00
Poland P. & M. Co., lumber. 40 84
C. G. Cole, labor, 4 50
Horace Moore, 88 81
Isaiah Thurlow, 2 25
S. D. Jordan, road commssioner, 155 00
l'oland Paper Co., labor and material. 126 25
Sherman Churchill, labor, 17 50
John Stanton, 70 50
W. A. McCann, 21 00
George Goodwin, 6 00
Robert Meggett, 1 50
W. W. Harmon, 1 50
Town of Minot, bridge plank, 6 00
George H. Bean,   50 44
Kemp Bro’s., bridge plank, 42 00
A. Thurlow, labor, 17 70
F. Edwards, 1 50
H. Keston, 40
j . W. Dunn, 9 75
L. J. Morton, 6 25
S. E. King Co., bridge plank, 6 60
Chas. M. Andrews, bridge plank. 42 00
I. H. Judkins, labor, 56 20
H. L. Denning, crossing field, 5 00
Geo. A. Benjamin, re-setting hydrant, 8 88
.1. K. Denning, labor, 19 45
Benj. Stanton, 10 50
A. V. Hathaway, 9 75
Saunders Bros., repairing tools etc., 9 29
Hawkes & Whitney, material and tools, 19 98
C. L. Hackett, labor, 46 75
W. C. Chipman, 83 12
A. J. Weston, lumber and hardware, 15 54
H. H. Wescott, labor, 2 10
Mrs. O. N. Bailey, storing road machine, 3 00 
•T. Clark Goodwin, labor, 1 50
•lames B. Poland, 3 00
■T. P. Grant, 21 75
.1. H. King, 10 10
B. F. Haskell. 24 00
A. S. Bray, 20 65
D. B. Strout. 16 31
—  14—
— 15—
Frank o . Maberry, 17 21
Geo. w . Tobie, 4 95
w . F. Milliken, 75
S. N. Holt, 50
H. J. Jordan, 22 82
Andrew Russell, 5 47
Elmer Griffin, 4 27
C. Spiller,  00
A. A. Woodsum, 2 50
S D. Jordan, cash paid G. T.. R. freight on
sidewalk plow. 4 60
F. A. Millett, use of derrick, 1 87
---------- $2,5(54 88
Respectfully submitted,
S. D. .Iordan.
Road Commissioner.
Fire Department.
Unexpended year 1901, $ 158 45
Appropriation, 300 00
Appropriation for purchase of hose wagon, 350 00
Amount overdrawn, 76 74
$885 19
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
E. E. Jordan, chief engineer, salary, $ 25 00 
H. S. Jewett, first asst, engineer, salary, 15 00
H. C. Rawson, second asst, engineer, salary, 15 00
— 16—
/
.T. W. Penney & Sons Co., making ladder
truck, 4 53
Hose Co., No. 1, fire and practice, 30 50
<( t( ll (t (( (( 173 50
Hook & 1 .adder Co., fire and practice, 117 00
Poland Pkg. & M’f ’g Co., for wood, 11 00
( 'leaning vault, 1 00
C. H. Harris, for painting doors, 2 20
Dressing for grounds around firemens buildinig, 1 00
Express charges, 1 55
C. H. Harris, labor and material on fire-
mens building, 2 30
Hawkes & Whitney, for supplies, 10 33
Poland Paper Co., for lumber, 2 80
E. E. Jordan, for supplies, 4 10
H. K. Barnes, for hose wagon, 360 00
“  “  “  “  harness and hanger, 76 10
G. T. R. R., freight on hose wagon, 18 00
Mechanic Falls Electric Light Co., for
lighting, 10 20
Mechanic Falls Electric Light Co., for
electric light wiring, 4 08
--------------- $885  19
There have been during the year five fires and six false 
alarms, this being more in number than in any year before sincc 
the department was organized. In July we received the new 
hose wagon. As no provision had been made for harness and 
hangers, they-were paid for from the funds set apart for the 
support of the department. But for this we should have kept 
within the limits of the appropriation.
In the summer the department was reorganized, the two 
hose companies being merged into one. This makes a saving 
of four men. The apparatus and equipments are complete and
in fine condition.
Respectfully submitted,
E. E. JORDAN.
Chief Engineer.
— 17-
Officers Salaries.
Appropriation for year 1902,  900 00
Amount overdrawn, 32 00
$ 6.32 00
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
h . e  Thurston, moderator, $ 5 00
M. Hutchins, services as clerk, 2 00
M. N. Royal, board of health, 10 00
A. V. Hathaway, board of health, 10 00
c . R. Rankin, board of health, 15 00
f . h . Cobb, Selectman, 160 00
E. K. Holbrook, 90 00
j . E. Saunders, 70 00
C. M. Hutchins, treasurer, 75 00
j . M. Libby, town agent, 35 00
F. E. Tufts, auditor, 15 00
C. b . Rankin, M. D., town physician, 35 00
j. M. Libby, Supt. of schools, 100 00
F. F. Dresser, constable, 5 00
d . L. Cousens, 5 00
—  18—
Lock-Up Account.
D. Cotton, for wood, 2 85
C. G. Cole, for making table, 2 25
Hawkes & Whitney, for stove funnel, 1 65
Mechanic Falls Electric Light Co., for
lighting, 5 00
------------ §11 75
Amount to contingent fund. 11 7>5
Com m issions and Abatements.
Appropriation for 1902, $ 600 00
Abatements, $ 281 97
D. B. Waterhouse, collector’s commission, 34 96
J,. w .  Mason, “  «  210 24
------------ .527 17
Balance unexpended, 72 83
* 600 00
Memorial Day.
Appropriation, $ 50 00
Paid A. A. Dwinal Post, No. 3 G. A. R., 50 00
Hydrant Rental.
Appropriation, $1,680 00
Paid Mechanic Falls Water Co., for use
— 19—
of water from July 1, 1902 to
July 1, 1903, 1,680 00
Street Lighting.
Appropriation, $ 1,248 00
Paid Mechanic Falls Water and Electric
Light and Power Co., 1,248 00
High School.
Appropriation, $ 800 00
Received from State, 250 00
Book rentals, 30 00
-------— $1,080 00
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
Overdrawn in 1901, 42 50
Paid H. E. Walker, teaching, 225 00
“ H. H. Stewart, “  450 00
“ Agnes Beal, “  350 00
“ Hazel Dunham, “  10 00
----------  $1,077 50
Balance unexpended, 2 50
$1,080 00
Graduating Expenses, High School.
Appropriation, $25 00
Paid Carroll Raymond, 25 00
Common Schools.
Appropriation, $ 2,200 00
Balance from 1901, 55 56
Mill tax, 1,136 41
Geneva Hutchins, overpaid, 4 00
Tuition, 7 00
Book rental, 13 95
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
Nancy Bucknam, teaching, $ 360 00
Mollie Bucknam, 225 00
Carrie Perkins, 317 00
Geneva Hutchins, 276 00
Henrietta Rowe, 192 00
Charlotte Bridge, 170 00
Susie L. Fitz, 132 00
Inez V. Decker, 144 00
Gertrude Merrill, 108 00
Beulah Purington, 72 00
Annie Walker, 84 00
Hortense Bradford, 104 00
Eva M. Demick, 72 00
■Jessie Hayford, 60 00
Effie Wayne, 48 00
E. A. Faunce, transportation, 60 00
C. S. Tenney, 171 00
Allen & Jordan, 118 80
A. E. Sawyer, janitor 144 00
H. N. Whittle, 144 00
Fannie Strout, 5 00
$3,416
— 21—
Adrian Walcott, 12 00
A. V. Hathaway, fuel, 28 00
A. J. Weston, 15 05
Perkins & Waterhouse, 54 00
A. D. Thayer, 15 00
Hawkes & Whitney, 19 60
Poland Packing & M’f’g Co., 34 13
A. R. Farris, 16 50
D. B. Strout, G 00
H. N. Whittle fitting wood. 22 50
Geo. Moore, 8 75
Chas. Elie, 2 50
Adrian Walcott, 50
Balance unexpended,
Text Books.
Amount of appropriation,
“ overdrawn,
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
Paid D. C. Heath & Co., $31 00
Silver, Burdette & Co., 13 40
Ginn & Co., 70 GO
Merrill and Denning 13 30
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1 28
Educational Publication ( 'o.. 84
American Book Co., 5 76
$3,268 :i.‘i 
148 59
*3,416 92
$100 00
36 18
$136 18
$136 18
Incidentals.
Amount of Appropriation, $100 00
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
Paid Fred Ireland, cleaning vaults, $ 5 00
Sarah F. Strout, cleaning schoolhouse, 3 00
L. D. Simpson,   3 45
Ledger Publishing Co. blanks, 1 75
Merrill & Denning, 3 53
H. N. Whittle, cleaning house, 1 50
Merrill & Denning, 27 97
---------- 46 20
Balance unexpended, 53 80
I00 00
Furnishings.
Amount of appropriation, $100 00
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
D. K. Knowlton, printing cards, $ 2 00
Howard & Brown, diplomas, 4 06
Merrill & Denning, 38 18
Poland Paper Co., paper, 15 25
Geo. O. Goodwin & Co., oil, 24
Hawkes & Whitney, 45
J. S. Merrill, chairs, 3 30
W. G. Pulsifer, 30
S63 78
Balance unexpended 36 22
$100 00
Repairs.
Appropriation for 1902, $200 00
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
R. G. G. Wright, labor on desks, $4 00
A. E. Sawyer, “  “  “ 6 17
O. N. Bailey, labor on windows, 2 40
Hawkes & Whitney, hardware, 1 30
Mechanic Falls Electric Co., wiring, etc., 4 53
Merrill & Denning, repair on desks, 3 56
A. J. Weston, repairs, schoolhouse, 4 01
$ 25 97
Balance unexpended, 174 03 
$200 00
Librarian’s Report.
The past year has been one of increased interest and activity 
in the Free Public Library.
Especially gratifying is it to note that the library is be-
coming more and more the center of the intellectual life of our 
village.
Each year shows that the standard of the reading is high-
er, and each year we find a closer bond between the public 
library and the public schools. Pupils are learning to use the 
reference books to better advantage, and nearly all the teachers 
show a special interest in the library by referring pupils to its 
volumes.
There have been a few gifts from citizens which are wel-
come additions. Valuable reports have also been received from
— 24—
Hon. Wm. P. Frye, and Hon. C. E. Littlefield. All gifts arc 
hereby gratefully acknowledged. We shall in the future pub-
lish names of donors.
We have 1526 volumes in our library, and 1031 names on 
our Borrower’s Book. An average of two hunched books are 
exchanged each week. The library is divided into fiction, his-
tory, biography, travels, essays and nature study, including for-
estry and civic improvement, juvenile and reference departments. 
Of these the fiction is about 40 per. cent, the remaining 60 be-
ing divided about equally in the other departments. Most 
libraries contain more than 50 per. cent fiction.
There have been added, the past year, one hundred and 
fifty new books, the remaining sum having been saved for a 
special purpose to be decided later. There has been collected 
in fines $5.95 which has purchased six books.
The librarian has worked many extra days, mending and 
repairing books to render them useful a little longer. Some 
books have been destroyed on account of contagious diseases— 
special care is taken in this direction, Many books wil have 
to be withdrawn this month as being too dilapidated for circula- 
lation.
The usefulness of the library would be greatly increased if 
more shelf room could be added, and a reading I'oom established, 
by raising a special fund or by gifts of magazines and papers 
from interested friends.
It would be especially helpful if books and pamphlets on 
all matters pertaining to local history could be collected in the 
library, thus forming a nucleus for a good department of local 
history which would be invaluable in the coming years.
The interest would be greatly increased by joining the 
Library Art Loan, which provides a set of pictures (varying 
from 100 to 150) to be exhibited in free public libraries during 
the entire years and which would be of incalculable benefit to
our town and to students in its schools and homes.
The work has been greatly facilitated by the use of the 
Card Catalogue, the gift last year of the “ I. C.”
It has been the constant aim of the trustees and the librarian 
to purchase the best books in all departments and to be conver-
sant with the library work of the country so that from our small 
collection will go out the greatest good to the greatest number.
We ask the hearty co-operation of our citizens in this work 
which means so much in the moral and intellectual up-building 
of our community.
Respectfully submitted.
L I / /I E  JEWETT BUTLER, 
Librarian.
Trustees’ Report. t
To the Town of Mechanic Falls.
The Trustees make the following report 011 account of the 
Public Library:
Total receipts, $469 1
Total expenditures, - 351 05
Balance on hand, $118 07
Books, $155 94
Rent, 65 00
Lighting, 18 81
Librarian, 50 00
Expense, 10 00
Express, 1 70
Insurance, 15 50
Cleaning, 4 50
Janitor, 10 20
Supplies and labor, 19 40
$351 05
Balance from 1901, $120 98
Appropriation, 300 0(1
“  State, 28 14
Ignoramus Club, 20 00 
$469 12
Library bills paid to March 1903.
Respectfully submitted.
LIZZIE JEWETT BUTLER. 
JESSE M. LIBBY.
E. F. BRADFORD, M. D.
Public Library.
Appropriation, $300 00
Balance unexpended 1901, 120 98
Received from State, 28 14
“  “  Ignoramus Club, rent, 20 00
$469 12
Lizzie J. Butler, services as librarian, $ 50 00
Loring Short & Harmon, books, 152 19
J. A. Bucknam & Co., insurance, 15 00
Lizzie J. Butler, for cataloging, 10 00
C. A. Conant, labor and material, 1 10
Chas. H. Walker, books, 1 50
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R. G. G. Wright, making screen, 1 95
Edith McGovern, cleaning library, 1 50
Hawkes & Whitney, supplies, 2 30
J. M. Libby, books, 2 25
Mrs. Campbell, cleaning library, 3 00
A. J. Weston, labor and material, 2 78
W. G. Morton, wire mat, 1 00
Lizzie J. Butler, paid express and supplies, 1 70
Perkins & Waterhouse, for wood, 7 00
Poland Paper Co., for rent, 65 00
Merrill & Denning, for supplies, 3 27
E. D. Cole, for janitor, 10 20
Mechanic Falls Electric Light Co., for
lighting, 18 81
----------  $351 05
Balance unexpended 118 07
$469 12
Town Agent’s Report.
The affairs of this department have been in a fair state of 
quiet. Only one suit has been brought against the town, and 
that by the town of Oxford for supplies furnished to one Dorothy
E. Verrill. This suit is now pending in the Supreme Judicial 
Court for Oxford County. This town denies the settlement of 
the pauper, and the case will probably have to be tried unless 
the town of Oxford should discontinue its suit.
Respectfully Submitted.
M. LIBBY.
Town Agent.
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Board of Health.
To the Selectmen of the town of Mechanic Falls:
There have been reported to the board six cases of nuisance, 
six cases of typhoid fever and sixteen cases of scarlet fever.
With regard to the large number of cases of scarlet 
fever we would say, that in at least four cases it was contracted 
out of town, and they were the first direct cause of spreading it 
through the schools and the town. The board have used every 
precaution as soon as cases have been reported by the physician 
and have caused thorough fumigation in each case. Because of 
the mild form of the fever some of the cases were not seen by a 
physician until too late to prevent giving to others. No deaths 
occurred from any of the above cases.
Respectfully submitted.
A. V. H ATH A W AY,
C. B. RAN KIN , M. D.,
M. N. ROYAL,
Board of Health.
Sinking* Fund.
Amount deposited in Chapman National Bank,
“  “  “  Lewiston Trust & Safe
Deposit Co.,
“  “  “  Shoe and Leather Bank
Accrued Interest to February 28, 1903,
Amount available February 28, 1903,
$4,000 00
3.000 00 
800 00 
l,09(i 29
$8.89(1 29
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Interest.
Appropriation, $1,000 00
Balance from 1901, 256 99
Interest on taxes collected, D. 13. Waterhouse, 28 S3
    L. W. Mason, 210 56
$1,495 88
Paid Interest on town Bonds Series A., $1,016 00 
      B., 70 00
   temporary loans, 71 67
1,157 67
Balance unexpended, 338 21
$1,495 88
Contingent Fund.
Appropriation, $ 400 00
Balance from 1901, 185 94
Tax overlay 1902, 444 (i7
License fees collected, 24 00
$1,054 01
E X P E N D I T U R E S .
Ledger Publishing Co., printing town
report, $ 59 20
Mrs. Edith McGovern, cleaning office, 1 00
Merrill & Denning, for Formaldehyde,
order Board of Health, 18 75
•I. A. Bucknam & Co., insurance on fire-
imens building,
Ballot clerks, state election,
Lewiston police, services on July 4,
John Colley, use of dumping ground,
D. L. Cousens, cash paid for handcuffs,
Maine Register for 1902-3,
Advertising dog tax,
Ledger Publishing Co., letter heads,
“  “  “ voting lists,
“  “  “ sewer blanks,
W. B. Beals, recording deeds,
Ballot clerks, December election,
Poland Paper Co., land rent for sewer outlet, 2 00
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A. J Weston, making voting booths, 8 84
D. B. Waterhouse, collector, taxes overpaid
1899, 20 0<>
Dog licenses, town’s part, 22 57
D. W. Prescott, meals furnished Lewiston
police July 4, 1 50
F. H. Cobb, cash paid for R. R. fare and
team hire, 8 55
H. S. Cotton, reporting deposition on ac-
count of Wm. Everett, 4 00
F. A. Millett, cost in procuring pension for
R. H. Herrick, 10 00
D. L. Cousens, serving dog notices, 2 00
“ “ “ “ sewer assesment
notices, 1 00
1). F. Bray, wood, seleetmen’s office, 9 00
C. G. Cole, changing doors, etc., firemen’s
building, 20 54
Hawkcs & Whitney, gutters for firemen’s
building, 17 38
29 75 
12 00 
5 70 
5 00 
5 00 
2 00
3 00 
2 25
7 50 
9 00
4 40
8 00
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A. J. Weston, labor and material for ex-
tension firemen’s building, 51 04
Mechanic Falls W. & E. L. & P. Co.,
lighting lockup, 5 00
w  G. Pulsifer, stationery, 1 30
D. S. Perkins, rent, selectmen’s office, 30 00
    of hall, annual meeting.. 15 00
“ “ “  “  “  “  September and
December meetings, 30 00
A. S. Bray, watering tub, 3 00
H. J. Jordan, watering tub, 3 00
E. K. Holbrook, cash paid R. R. fare, etc., 1 86
Merrill & Denning, supplies, board of
health, 12 60
Merrill & Denning, blank books, 17 50
C. M. Hutchins, recording births and deaths. 11 85
“  “ “  postage, express, etc., 5 67
“  “  “  administering oaths, 2 15
Physicians, reporting births, etc, 13 00
Mechanic Falls W. & E. L. & P. C.,
lighting selectmen’s office, 5 00
F. H. Cobb, stationery, postage, etc., 6 54
•I. A. Crooker, constable, 5 00
Lockup, supplies, 11 75
Maple Street sewer, balance account, 492 38
Balance unexpended,
$1,023 63 
30 98 
--------------$1,054 61
_______
Maple Street Sewer A ccount.
Cost of sewer, $946 63
Amount of assessment, by vote of town $454 25 
 to contingent account by vote
of town 492 38
 $946
Financial Standing.
Amount of bonds outstanding, Series A, $25,000 0(
    B. 2,000 00
Outstanding orders, 102 22
$27,102 22
Cash in treasury, $1,832 32
Sinking fund, 8,896 29
Due from town of Poland, 53 57
    Hebron, 6 25
    Rumford, 77 11
    Oxford, .8 75
   Bethel, 3 92
   Otisfield, 3 00
    Gray, 4 18
  city of Augusta. 10 00
D u e  from L. W. Mason, Col., taxes, 1898, 41 65
      1899, 108 78
      1900, 413 71
      1901.1,271 15
      1902,4,987 06
Due from tax deeds, Minot, 102 05
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“  “  “  “  Mechanic Falls, 1,517 63
Due from sewer assessment, 414 75
--------------$19,752 17
Balance against the town, 7,350 05
Balance against the town in 1901, 9,480 13
I have examined the books, vouchers and accounts of the
selectmen and find them correct.
F. E. TUFTS, Auditor.
March 5, 1903.
Recommendations.
Common schools, $2,000 00
Free high school, 800 00
Support of poor, 1,200 00
Roads and bridges, 2,000 00
Contingent fund, 500 00
Sinking fund, 1,000 00
Interest, 800 00
Officers salaries, 700 00
Abatements and commissions, 600 00
Hydrant rental, 1,680 00
Electric lights, 1,248 00
Fire department, . 400 00
Library, 300 00
Memorial Day, 50 00
Text books, 100 00
Repairs, school houses, 50 00
Apparatus and furnishings, 50 00
Incidentals, 50 00
— ‘34-
School Summary.
RESO U RCES. EXPENDITURES.
Common Schools, $3,416 92 $3,268 33
High School, 1,080 00 1,077 50
Apparatus and furnishings, 100 00 6:3 78
Text Books, 100 00 136 18
Incidentals, 100 00 46 20
Repairs, 200 00 21 90
$4,996 92 $4,613 9.)
Remarks.
In making a few explanations, suggested by the foregoing 
report, would say that we have endeavored to get in every bill 
against the tpwn and have drawn orders for the same, and they 
have all been paid by the treasurer except $102.22, and we have 
cash on hand amounting to $1,832.32. Nearly every account 
shows a balance unexpended. The principal exception is that 
of the highway account. We think that when that is really un-
derstood that the expenditures in this department will not seem 
so very extravagant.
The freshet, early in the spring, did a great amount of 
damage to our streets. In the ravine on Lewiston street near 
•T. B. Mason’s, the road was entirely carried away. A tempo-
rary bridge Was thrown over the chasm until the water subsided, 
when a large stone culvert was put in at an expense of over 
$200.00. Bray Hill was badlv damaged and made impassible, 
requiring an immediate expenditure of $100.00
The westerly pier of the bridge at Page’s Mills was almost 
in a state of collapse and had to be rebuilt at a cost of more 
than $100.00.
During the summer it was found necessary to replank four 
of our bridges, which was unusually expensive on account of the 
high price of lumber, the item of lumber alone being $193.94. 
I'he cost of keeping our streets in good condition during the 
winter has been greater than for years. When we consider all 
these extraordinary expenditures that were imperative, we feel 
that your commissioner ought not to be too severely criticised.
The assessors, in accordance with instructions, made the 
assessment on Maple Street sewer of $454.25, and have charged 
the balance of the cost to the contingent fund as ordered.
They have made no assessment on the Main Street sewer, 
for the reason that there has never been any action taken by the
town to construct a sewer on that street. It was constructed
solely for the purpose of an outlet to the Maple Street sewer.
There has been a good deal of apprehension expressed by 
many of our citizens in regard to the safety of the Elm Street 
bridge.
We have recently had it examined by an experienced en-
gineer. He was unable to make examinations at the ends where 
the bridge rests upon the abutments on account of the ice, but 
all other points were carefully examined, and pronounced in 
good condition and absolutely safe. As soon as the bridge is 
clear of ice, he will examine the ends and then give a written 
report of its condition.
Respectfully submitted,
F. H. COBB,
E. K. HOLBROOK,
J. E. SAUNDERS,
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the poor.
Treasurer’s Report.
C. M. Hutchins, treasurer, in account with the town 
.Mechanic Falls, Maine.
D R .
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o balance on hand, March 1, 1902, $ 1,610
Cash received on account of tax deeds, 295
State Treasurer, dog tax refunded, 113
“  “  for paid state pensions, 408
“  “  “ “  burial soldiers, 70
F. L. Merrill, grass sold, 1
C. M. Hutchins, town clerk, dog licenses, 142
F. H. Cobb, for licenses granted, 24
Collector, on account 1898 tax, 6
“  “  “  1899 “ 60
“  1900 “ 280
“  “ 1901 “ 4,898
(t (t ct 1902 a 13,441
“ “ “ interest collected on taxes 238
State, account free high school, 125
“ “ mill tax, 1,136
“  sewer tax, 39
Temporary loans, 1,500
State, account public library, 28
Ignoramus Club, rent, 20
Town of Oxford, 25
Town of Poland, 126
Town of Rumford, 67
Drain pipe sold, 2
Geneva C. Hutchins, overpaid, 4
•T. M. Libby, et als. book rental, tuition, etc 46
$24,713
of
67
65
43
00
00
05
00
00
98
85
57
84
24
89
00
41
50
00
14
00
75
00
16
50
00
95
58
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C R .
By cash paid town orders, 122,331 26
 State Treas. dog licenses, 142 00
 State pensions, 408 00
Balance on hand, 1,832 32
--------------$24,713 58
Respectfully submitted,
C. M. HUTCHINS, Treasurer.
Feb. 28, 1903.
I have examined the books and vouchers of the treasurer 
and find the same correct.
F. E. TUFTS, Auditor.
March 4, 1903.
Vital Statistics.
Births. Marriages. Deaths.
’96, to March 1, ’97, 38 33 34
’97,   ’98, 28 15 44
’98,  ’99, 42 13 44
’99,  ’00, 38 31 36
©  ’01. 23 24 43
’01,  ’02, 30 23 34
2  ’03, 25 16 27
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I N  M E M O R I A M .
D ate o f D th N am e. P lace  o f D th. — A g e — M ar. or Sin.
Y rs . n o s. Days
F eb . 2 3 , ’o 2 .  ln f t  ch ild o f S . N . H o lt M ec h a n ic . Falls .
M ar. 5, Su m n er T . R o w e . 46 8 16 Married.
 3 H e n ry  0 . T h o m p son. Single.
A p r. 10 . C h ester D . H err ick .  66 8 14 Married.
 17 . S tep h en  B ra y . 79 6 Widower.
 25 , M a rk  C ro ckett.  67 1 28
M ay  13 , Iv a  M . R eed .  *5 4 7 Single.
 16 , C h arlotte  P . Y o u n g .  90 20 W idow.
Ju n e  15 , Isab e lla  J .  G ran t. 52 9 2 Married.
 27 , Ja n e  M orton. 84 7 26 W idow.
Ju ly  1 , A lm o n t R .  P enney. 4 2 3 23 Married.
 7 E lc y  S . L ib b y .  8 2 2 23 Widow.
A u g . 2 1 , Isa iah  T h u rlo w . 84 9 9 Married.
Sep t. 1 , D e x te r D . Sk in n er. 56 3
 5 S arah  A . S trout. 70 3 17
O ct. 2, M ercy  A . H olt.  74 3 1 Widow.
 29 , G eo . R .  F arr is .  20 5 20 Single.
N o v . 10 , Ruth  Cam pbell,. 47 6 4 Married.
D e c . 10 , H aro ld  T h in g . 3 25
 5 M ary  M eggett. 47 6 28 Married.
 2 1 , T h e o d o re  P rin ce .  56 Widower.
 22 , E ls ie  M aud  H o p k in s. 26 4 4 Married.
Ja n . 15 ,  '0 3 . M elv in  W . Sm ith. 26 4 4 Single.
 30 . B en jam in  Stanton. 62 1 2 2 M arried.
F eb . 8, In . o f E .  H . Purin gton
 19 . C h arles L .  H ilb orn . 73 9 26 Married.
 26, E lle n  M . C ro oker. 59 2 24 Single.
Died in oth er T o w n s and S ta te s  and recorded n mechanic Falls.
F e b . 27 , ’0 2 . Ju l ia  F . C am pbell. M in ot, M e. 77 9 26 W idow.
M ar. 6, C harles B .  A dam s. G o rh am , N . H . 59 8 Married.
M a y  5, L e v i J .  T h ayer . A u b u rn , M e. 67 6 6 Widower.
Ju ly  18 , S y lv ia  J .  H o w ard . N o rw ay , 56 24 Divorced.
A u g  2 3 , H e n ry  S . R ic h . O xford , “ 6 1 10 25 Married.
F eb . 10 , '03. D exter B . W aterhouse W . A u b u rn , “  : 69 4 13 “
“  20, L u c y  A n n  Perk in s. C oncord , N . H . | 75 3 25 Single.
R em ovals from  oth er T o w n s and S ta te s .
M ay 14 , ’ 6 3 . 'W illiam  H . E v e rett. 'G erm an tow n , P a 1 28 | 10  M arried.
Sept. 3, ’6 5 . E d ith  F . E v e re tt. (Poland, M e. J 8 10  10  Single.
D ec. 17 ,  ’92 . j B asil V . H am m on d. jG orh am , N . H . | 1 3 I I
Report of Superintendent of Schools.
On the first day of April, 1902, the number of persons of 
school age, residing in this town was 410. The total enroll-
ment in all the schools was 324. High school 39, common 
schools 285. The average number of pupils attending the 
high school for the year was 33, and the common schools, 254. 
The number of teachers and assistants employed in the various 
schools is 11.
H I G H  S C H O O L .
I am pleased to report a gratifying increase in the num-
ber of pupils in attendance in this department. The interest 
among the students has been well sustained and their work of a 
high degree of excellence. It is sincerely to be hoped that the 
numbers in this department may steadily increase and that a 
spirit of pride in the school may be stimulated among the pupils, 
as well as a desire for the acquisition of knowledge which shall 
hold those who once enter upon its course of study true, firm, 
and steadfast to its completion. In years past it has been a 
constant drawback upon the interest and usefulness of this 
school that so many pupils “ dropped out” during the course, for 
reasons in most cases entirely unsatisfactory if not unworthy of 
serious consideration.
It is a most critical moment in the life of a scholar when 
they deliberately make the decision to leave school. Parents 
hesitate and consider seriously before consenting to such a step 
by their children, and unless under stress of dire necessity 
should never advise or allow it to be taken.
Our schools arc maintained at great expense to furnish the 
the means by which every child in the community may acquire 
the (best equipment for the discharge of the responsible duties of
•40-
citizenship, The child, the parent, and the public, each have 
an interest in his education, and each and all must suffer from 
any lack of performance of their respective duties.
C O M M O N  S C H O O L S .
The number of pupils in the lower grades, has increased 
during the year, and the average attendance for the year would 
have shown a higher figure, but for the threatened epidemic of 
scarlet fever which greatly reduced the attendance in the “in-
termediate”  and “ primary”  grades, attending the Water Street 
school. The cold also inevitably keeps many of the “ little folks" 
at home, during the winter term. However, our schools have 
been doing efficient work in all the grades, and are in a satisfac-
tory condition. We have a corps of earnest, conscientious, de-
voted teachers, whose efforts are appreciated by their pupils and 
the public.
The available fund for the support of the common schools 
amounted to $3,416.92 including the appropriations for furnish-
ings— incidentals, text books and repairs. *
There has been expended for teaching, $2,391 00
“  “  “  “  “  transportation. 349 80
“  “  “  “  “  janitors, 305 00
“  “  «  «  “  fuel, 222 53
$3,268 33
Unexpended balance, $148 59
The expenditures have been kept well within the appro-
priations. It is also true that more money might have been ad-
vantageously spent. The Elm Street house should be 'painted 
the present season.
There is a demand for more school room. The schools in 
the Water Street house, have been over crowded during a great
I
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part of the year and something must he done to relieve the situ-
ation and should be done at once.
ilie lack of suitable means for the proper ventilation of 
these crowded rooms is a constant and serious menace to the 
health of the pupils, and should be remedied. The sanitary 
conditions, about both houses, are capable of great improvement, 
and should receive an appropriation and attention.
I'hanks are due, and hereby publicly extended to each and 
all the teachers in all our schools during the year for their un-
selfish consecration to the duties of their high calling and for 
their unceasing efforts to place our schools in line with the 
best.
I desire to express my warm appreciation of the devoted 
services of the school committee, for their prompt and careful 
consideration of every demand made upon them.
fn surrendering this place again to the people, I wish to 
most cordially thank them for the honor of selecting me for 
this responsible position, and also, for their constant support and 
interest, manifested toward the advancement of our schools. I 
l»espcak for my successor, a continuance of your good will and 
earnest efforts for the promotion of the education and of ever) 
b *st interest of our young people.
Respectfully submitted,
.1. M. LIBBY', Superintendent
Warrant for Town Meeting*
To L. W. Mason, a Constable o f the toivn o f Mechanic Falls 
in the County o f Androscoggin and State o f Maine,
GREETING :
Iii the name of the State of Maine you are hereby re-
quired to notify and warn the inhabitants of the said town o) 
Mechanic Falls, qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet 
at Perkins Hall, in said town, on the sixteenth day of March 
A. D. 1903, at nine o’clock in the forenoon, to act on the fol-
lowing articles to w it:
A r t . 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said meet-
ing.
A r t . 2. To choose a town clerk for the ensuing year.
A r t . 3. To act upon the report of the town officers.
A r t . 4. To choose a board of selectmen, assessors, over-
seers o f the poor, a town treasurer, town agent, a member ol 
board o f school committee, one trustee o f the public library, 
and all other necessary town officers for the ensuing year with 
the exception o f a superintendent o f schools.
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A r t . 5. To see what sum o f money the town will grant 
and raise for the support of common schools for the ensuing 
year.
A rt. 6. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
a n d  raise for the support o f a free high school for the ensuing 
year.
A k t . 7. To see what sum of monev the town will vote tow
expend for a free high school for the ensuing year.
A r t . 8. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the repair of highways and bridges for the en-
suing year.
A r t . 9. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the support of the poor for the ensuing year.
A r t . 10. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the contingent fund for the ensuing year.
A r t . 11. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and r.nse for town officers’ salaries for the ensuing year.
A r t . 12. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the sinking fund for the ensuing year.
A r t . 13. To see what sum of money the town w ill grant 
and raise for the payment of interest for the ensuing year.
Ar t . 14. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for abatements and collector's commissions for the en-
suing year.
A r t . 15. To see what sum of money the town will grant 
and raise for the observance of Memorial Day for the ensuing 
vear.m


A r t . 35th. To see i f  the town will vote to authorize the 
town treasurer to make and execute a quit claim deed in behalt 
of the town, releasing its right in and to real estate held bv it 
by tax deed upon payment of taxes, interest and costs.
A r t . 36th. To see if the town will vote to construct . 
public drain or sewer to take care of the sewage on Yates and 
upper Pine Streets; if so to see what sum of money they will 
grant and raise to construct the same. [By request.]
A r t . 37th. To see if the town wall vote to grant ami 
raise the sum of $200.00 for a state road as provided by Chap-
ter 285 of the Public Laws of 1901.
The selectmen give notice that they will be in session foi 
the purpose of revising and correcting the list of voters ai 
eight o’clock in the forenoon at the selectmen’s office on the day
O  ♦
of said meeting.
Given under our hands at Mechanic Falls this seventh da\ 
of March A. D. 1903.
F. H. COBB.
E. K. HOLBROOK.
J. E. SAUNDERS.
Selectmen of the town of Mechanic Falls.
Errata.
On page 17, under Officers’ Salaries, reads, appropriation 
for year 1902, $900.00. It should be $600.00.
Page 39, under “ High School” , paragraph 2, second line: 
insert the word should after parents.
Page 40, under “ Common Schools” , paragraph 2; word 
“ including”  should read excluding.
